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B
100 Club
Father Peter Rabin made the 100 Club
draw on the last Sunday in October. The
winners were Bob and Marian Kuyper
our very good friends from Linford
Methodist Church who recently moved
Oxfordshire. Generously the winnings
were spent on another ticket so they
might well be winners again.
Sam had been to Sunday school with
several other children on 19th November
and drew the November 100 club which
was wonby Bob and June Hutson well
done!

Norman
Royal British Legion
Thank you to all who bought their Poppy
in Church enabling us to send £87 to the
local Royal British Legion organiser 100
years after the end of The Great War.

Norman
Supporting St. Catherine’s
Among the many methods of supporting
St. Catherine’s is to shop at East Tilbury
Co-op We have just received a cheque
for £22. Thanks to all who have the
community card. If you would like a card
please do not hesitate to contact me.

Norman
The Service of Remembrance was held
at the Bata Memorial and led by Fr. Justin
Hutcherson of the United Benefice of
Corringham and Fobbing. The large
congregation include, amongst others,
members of the East Tilbury uniformed
organisations. A number of wreaths were

iE
laid by representatives of the local
community. This will be the last year that
Fr. Justin will be helping our parish as he
is due to take up his own parish in
Clacton-on-Sea in the New Year.
Our Christmas Bazaar is on Saturday
2nd December and we look forward to the
support of parishioners and friends. The
Bazaar is not only a fundraising event but
also a great opportunity to meet and chat
with other folk.
On the last weekend of October we
celebrated the history of St. Catherine’s
together with the historical connection of
St. Cedd with this part of Essex. A
considerable amount of information was
collected so that visitors could gain a
better insight into the building and its
history. Visitors were also able to take
part in a variety of craft activities courtesy
of Patricia Strong and her team of
volunteers. As it was the last weekend of
October it was also the last of our tea
afternoons for 2017. Although the
Saturday afternoon did not have a lot of
visitors the Sunday afternoon was very
busy. All in all it was a great weekend with
many of the visitors being very
complimentary about the church event.
If you want to help raise funds for the
church while shopping on the internet we
have been able to make it easier to use
the “easyfundraising” method which has
been instrumental in raising £300+ for us
over the last few years. If you go to our
website you will fund a link on the home
page. This will take you to the
easyfundraising page already set up to
support St. Catherine’s.

Bishop Stephen's Christmas Message 2017
Venting his fury at a potential rival, Herod plays a percentages game: he spreads the
net of his anger widely; kills every boy under two in order to ensure he kills just one.
He fails. Fury and anger usually do - though that is scant consolation to the mourning
families of the innocent who suffer. Meanwhile Jesus, the Saviour who is saved, is
visited by unlikely people: in this case, shepherds and foreign rulers.
The shepherds, virtual outcasts in their own society and looked upon with grave
suspicion, hear a song of peace. It is deeply attractive, and it sends them to
Bethlehem.
The wise men have followed a hunch in the form of a star. They are about to learn
that all their maps are wrong. They will return by a different route.
Tyrants like Herod still strut about the world today, their vanity and hubris still causing
havoc and misery. But the door of the stable at Bethlehem still stands open for those
who long for peace and those prepared to have their lives redirected.
Might you be one of them?
Have an interesting Christmas!

Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell
Bishop of Chelmsford

Thurrock foodbank
Facebook and Twitter - Facebook is always trying to get us to boost our posts by
paying them which we don't want to do but we do need to increase our reach so we
would be very grateful if you could share posts we put up on there as widely as
possible including your own timeline and local groups you are in.
Universal Credit - You may have heard the words Universal Credit banded around
recently, but do you know the reason why we, and other Charities are so concerned
about its implementation.
The purpose of Universal Credit is to replace 6 existing means tested benefits
(including housing benefit), it will be paid monthly in arrears and is designed to
streamline the benefits system and make it easier to use.
The move to simplify a complicated system is welcome but any change as big as this
can have a number of unforeseen consequences. Evidence from the Trussell Trust
network suggests that the built in delay of 6 weeks before the first payment can throw
people into a crisis. During this waiting period the benefits that are being replaced are
not paid either, so leaving some, already ‘just about managing’ people in a very
precarious situation.
Universal Credit started its full roll out in Thurrock at the end of October so we are
anticipating that we will experience an increase in the number of Thurrock residents
that we will be helping and very possibly providing food for longer than we would
normally meaning that we will need to keep our food stocks at a higher level than
previous years.
Many thanks for all your support.

Helen Watts - Warehouse Manager
Shoe box Appeal - Samaritans Purse
At the Family Service on November 5th Sheila recalled the pleasure of
receiving her doll Alice as a Christmas present from her Grandma who
had saved the money with a local shop. Alice is now over 60 was
recently repaired and made her appearance in church from a shoe box.
After the brief introduction a video was shown of a young women from Ukraine who
received a Barbie doll in her shoe box and explained how she encouraged her children
to support the Shoe box appeal.

The children brought their boxes up to the Altar and then received the boxes from the
adults.
To end we showed a lovely video of beautiful smiling children in Zimbabwe opening their
boxes.
We had great pleasure in taking 65 Boxes to the collection centre at the Baptist Church in
Billericay and look forward to reporting back on the destination of the boxes.
Thank you to all who prepared shoe boxes and donated to the greatest journey a to give
pleasure to children.

Norman and Sheila
On behalf of our congregation at Linford Methodist Church, l would like
to wish our Anglican friends at St Catherine's a very happy, joyous
Christmas and good health and happiness for the New Year.
We have always enjoyed our fellowship with St. Catherine's through
the many events we have shared and we are looking forward to your
Christmas Fayre on 2nd December. We are having a Christmas Sing-along on Friday,
15th December when we hope some of you may be able to join us.
As the New Year 2018 approaches with all its uncertainties I am reminded of that well
known poem by Minnie Louise Haskins.
And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year:
“Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.”
And he replied:
“Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the Hand of God. That shall be to
you better than light and safer than a known way.” So I went forth, and finding the
Hand of God, trod gladly into the night. And He led me towards the hills and the
breaking of day in the lone East.”
God's blessings,

Jean Atherton (Senior Steward) - Linford Methodist Church
(The poem that Jean quotes was spoken by George VI in his Christmas 1939
broadcast to the Empire and these words struck a chord with a country facing the
uncertainly of war. They were the preamble to an obscure poem, God Knows, written
in 1908,…….Ed)

Beware of the “scammers” they just want your money.
Recently several people living in the parish have been
approached by fraudsters trying to either get money and/or to
obtain personal details that could be used to impersonate
somebody and get money that way. These “scams” have
occurred recently.
1.

An elderly, vulnerable, lady was telephoned by the “police”
on the basis that they needed her help to catch some
fraudsters. She was persuaded to go with the thieves to her bank and draw
out her life savings. Sadly, they were so convincing that she did what they
asked and lost all her savings. (The fraudsters had told her how to deal with
any questions that she might have been asked at the bank.)

2. Another person was advised by e-mail that a payment had been taken from
their Paypal account and they were guided to a website where they could
contact Paypal to query the payment. The site, which was designed to be very
convincing, encouraged them to divulge personal information.
3. The “police” called a parishioner as part of an investigation and asked them
to provide personal information. To reassure them the “police” encouraged
them to hang up and call the police to check that this was indeed a genuine
investigation. Fortunately the person concerned was not convinced, hung up,
and didn’t use the ‘phone for some hours. They had remembered that in these
cases the “scammers” do not hang up and simply wait for their victim to make
a call when they continue to impersonate the police.
It is important for us all to remember that these fraudsters are professional - they
make their living this way - they invest a great deal of effort in their scamming
“I Daniel Blake”
As many of you will know, Kim and I have visited the Wigtown book festival for the past
several years and each year we attend a number of really interesting events and they
are not always about books. One of the highlights of this year’s festival was that,
onetime Wigtown resident, Paul Laverty, the screen writer of the Ken Loach film “I
Daniel Blake” was there to tell us something of the background to the film. We saw a
screening of the film in the festival “pop-up” cinema and heard Paul Laverty speaking
about it in one of the sessions. Elsewhere in Pewtalk there is a piece about the new
Universal Credit and this film shows some of the real issues faced by clients dealing
with Jobcentre plus and its other agencies. If you haven’t seen the film (which is very
disturbing) then we could lend you a copy. Chris

FROM THE NOVEMBER MEETING OF THE P.C.C.
The PCC met on the Monday 27th November
and were joined by the Area Dean Revd.
Canon Darren Barlow. The meeting opened
with prayers and having approved the
minutes of the October meeting and dealt
with the matters arising from them the
committee were advised of the following
correspondence. Colin Strong had been
asked to advertise the fact that the charity
TalentEd are looking for qualified teachers
to improve the academic achievements of
bright students from disadvantaged
backgrounds. Chris advised that he had
been approached by Essex Radio to be
interviewed on Tuesday’s Tony Fisher show
about the Christmas Bazaar.
Chris also reported that he had been in
correspondence with both Bakers and our
architect because the church heating, after
the snagging, seemed to be operating less
effectively than before. He had supplied data
from the temperature logger in church.
Subsequent to the meeting, Chris Norman of
Bakers, has been in touch to say that he has
asked Baddow Heating to attend site to
investigate the problem.
The meeting then went on to consider the
appointment of a priest for the parish. As
reported last month the vacancy will be readvertised on 1st December with interviews,
if necessary, early in the new year.
As the Area Dean was present he was able
to share the latest thinking on our vacancy.
He explained that he had spoken both with
the Archdeacon of Southend and David
Rolllins, the Rector of the United Benefice of
Corringham and Fobbing. The late Bishop
John’s plan for the parish had been for
Devid Rollins to become the Priest in

Charge at the same time as an assistant
priest was appointed to have primary
responsibility for our parish. We have now
been without a priest for 15 months and with
Revd. Justin Hutcherson leaving
Corringham and Fobbing to take on his own
parish in Clacton, David Rollins now feels
less able to do justice to both parishes. The
Area Dean suggested that, if there was no
appointment as a result of the December
advert, it might be necessary to rework the
parish profile to reflect the new situation, He
offered to speak with the Archdeacon for
guidance on how we might proceed
particularly as we might now be looking for a
“Priest in Charge” rather than an “Assisrtant
Priest”.
In his report Colin Strong advised that he
had to re-advertise the faculty for athenew
ashes area as, on the original version, the
Diocese had indicated that it would be in the
SW of the churchyard rather than the SE.
He also told the meeting that he had service
cover for December (including midnight),
most of January and was now looking at
February. With so few priests available in
the Deanery and the wider Diocese it was
becoming increasingly difficult to get cover
for Sunday services.
Norman King advised that he and Chris
were looking at a 2018 budget and Norman
still had some work to do on it. He also said
that he had the 2018 “Parish share” which
was some 2.5% more than this year.
The Christmas Bazaar and the Christmas
services were discussed and it was agreed
that it would be a appropriate to repeat the
“breakfast bars at the station” again this
year.

PARISH DIARY FOR DECEMBER
Our Sunday services are at St. Catherine’s
2 Dec

Christmas Bazaar at St. Catherine’s

11am - 2pm

3 Dec

The 1st Sunday of ADVENT
The Family Service
Holy Communion (St Francis)
Drop In at St Francis
Foodbank at St. Francis

10am
10am
10.30am - noon
11am - 1pm

10 Dec 2nd Sunday of ADVENT
Parish Communion
Baptism of Penelope Rose Atkins-Barker
13 Dec
Holy Communion (St Francis)
Drop In at St Francis
12 Dec
Foodbank at St. Francis

10am
2pm
10am
10.30am - noon
11am - 1pm

17 Dec 3rd Sunday of ADVENT
Parish Communion (with Sunday School)
Service of Lessons and Carols with Grays Town Band
19 Dec
St. Francis Carol Service
20 Dec
Holy Communion (St Francis)
Drop In at St Francis
19 Dec
Foodbank at St Francis

10am
4pm
7pm
10am
10.30am - noon
11am - 1pm

6 Dec
7 Dec

24 Dec CHRISTMAS EVE
Parish Communion
The CHRISTINGLE service
The First Communion of Christmas
25 Dec CHRISTMAS DAY
Parish Communion
27 Dec
28 Dec

Holy Communion (St Francis)
Drop In at St Francis
Foodbank at St. Francis

31 Dec 1st Sunday of CHRISTMAS
Parish Communion

10am
4pm
11.30pm
10am
10am
10.30am - noon
11am - 1pm

10am

FROM ST CATHERINE’S PARISH REGISTERS
Baptisms
5 Nov
19 Nov

Lunah Marlie Rawe
Henry Jay Down

Fuheral
7 Nov

Charles Trappitt

Christmas greetings
With this the final Pewtalk issue of 2017, on behalf of the wardens and officers of the
parish, may I take this opportunity to wish all our readers a very happy Christmas and
all the very best for the New Year………….. and remember that we would love to
welcome you to any of our services over the Christmas period. Ed

The Priest in Charge
The Parish is without a priest at the present time.
All enquiries should be made to Churchwarden, Colin Strong:
Telephone:07591 708955
E-mail: warden.colin.stcatherines@gmail.com

The Services
Sunday

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion service at St. Catherine’s
Except 1st Sunday of the month when we have
“The Family Service”
Wednesday 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion at St. Francis
For Baptisms and Weddings please contact Colin Strong in the first
instance or come to St. Catherine’s at 6.30pm on a Friday

Churchwardens
COLIN STRONG T: 07591 708955
E:- warden.colin.stcatherines@gmail.com
SUE SPIERS T: 01375 845394
E:- warden.sue.stcatherines@gmail.com

St. Francis Centre
The centre is available for hire for
regular events when not used by
the Church. To check availability
please contact:

PATRICIA STRONG
patricia.a.strong@outlook.com
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